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The rich nuances of ink brushstrokes on rice paper never cease to fascinate and indeed challenge artists who have chosen the medium for contemporary expression. Despite its close association with standard painters’ practice in the classical tradition, the medium remains popular, though not without controversy, among artists including those who may be regarded as “avant-garde” drawing from it almost like an inexhaustible source. Its appeal lies not only in its technique and effects, but in the way ink, together with the brush and rice paper, is so quintessential to the Chinese visual as well as literary culture.

It is therefore hardly surprising that Kiat Sing continues her “ink journeys” she boldly began in Moodscape Drawings last year with further explorations of what she calls “separation and gathering that leads to the spreading and accumulating effects of the ink”.  In this new collection entitled Shift, the earlier image of the moon’s circular form remains dominant as a symbol of fullness and hope, with the mood evidently brightened by more than a few dashes of colour than before. 

Focusing on the theme of ju (gathering) complementing san (separation/dispersion), Kiat Sing contemplates the binary reality of nature and human experience through brushstrokes in juxtapositions that suggest either harmony or tension in constant flux. 

The theme is reaffirmed in most other pieces particularly those in the Shift and Waiting series, which represent the artist’s new venture into the stringent schema of hanging scrolls in a couplet format. Kiat Sing has studiously worked within the confines of the narrow vertical paper arranging forms of varying ink intensities and the blank spaces in between paralleling the metre and poetic rhythms of a textual couplet written according to formal calligraphic display.

We are grateful for Kiat Sing’s enthusiasm to share with the viewer her thoughts and reflections from her explorations in this old but exciting medium as she moves further along in her journeys.

Teo Han Wue is the Director of Art Retreat Museum.







